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Seneca , KS

 Francis “Fritz’ G. Holthaus , 91 of Seneca, KS died Sunday, November 4, 2012 At the
Crestview Nursing Home, Seneca, KS.

Fritz was born March 4, 1921 on a farm near Seneca, KS the son of Ferdinand and Regina
Sudbeck Holthaus.    Fritz graduated from St. Peter and Paul High School in 1939, Seneca, KS.
 He was drafted into the US Army in 1945 and served until 1947. He also graduated Kansas City
School of Watchmaking and later graduated from the Kansas Judicial Training program.

Fritz married Rita C. Altenhofen on April 23, 1946 at St. Peter and Paul Catholic Church,
Seneca, KS.

Fritz owned and operated the Diamond Shop in Seneca for 18 years. He co-owned Seneca Skate
Land and later purchased and converted Skate Land to the Seneca Motel. In 1970 he was elected
as a Probate, Juvenile and County Judge in Nemaha County and later District #22 Magistrate
Judge in 1976 and served for a total of 18 years. 

Fritz loved all sports and especially enjoyed participating in the Senior Olympics. He especially
enjoyed jogging the streets of Seneca, and stopping by the local coffee shops daily to visit with
his friends.

Fritz was instrumental in helping get the Nemaha Valley High School located at its current site.
 He also as President of the Chamber of Commerce initiated plans for Seneca’s first swimming
pool.

He was a member of the St. Peter and Paul Catholic Church in Seneca, KS, the Knights of
Columbus, past President of the Rotary, Lions Club, Chamber of Commerce and the Golf Club,
and the American Legion in Seneca.

He is survived by his wife, Rita of the home in Seneca, four sons, David Holthaus (Jean) of
Topeka, Max Holthaus (Amy) of Salina, KS, Jeff Holthaus (Julie) of Douglass, and Bill
Holthaus of Topeka, KS; two daughters, Betty Lou Haug (Mike) of Seneca, KS and Jane Groff
(David) of Topeka, and a son in law Steve Tevis of Normal Illinois, 16 grandchildren and 9 great
grandchildren.

Fritz is preceded in death by a stillborn son, John in November, 1947, a daughter, Bonnie Tevis
on October 15, 2006 and a daughter in law Joan Holthaus on December 15, 2005.

Mass of Christian burial will be Friday, November 9 at 11:00 am at the St. Mary’s Catholic
Church in St. Benedict, KS.  Burial will be in the St. Peter and Paul Cemetery.   Father Edward
Oen CPPS will  celebrate the mass. Casket bearers will be Fritz’s Grandsons. Rosary will be
Thursday evening at 7:00 pm at the St. Mary’s Catholic Church in St. Benedict, KS.  At a later
date an inurnment will be in the St. Peter and Paul Cemetery.  Fritz will lie in state at the
Popkess Memorial Chapel on Thursday.

Memorials are being left to the Francis G. Holthaus Memorial Fund. A specific charity will be
decided at a later date. Memorials may be sent in care of the Popkess Memorial Chapel in
Seneca, KS.



Online condolences may be left at www.popkessmemorialchapel.com

 


