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Heatstroke Awareness Safety Urged 
 (MSC News)--Today is National Heatstroke Awareness Day, with agencies, across the nation,
offering tips on how to keep children safe in the summertime heat. 

Among those agencies is the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, responsible for
choosing the July 31st date.  Their Administrator, David Strickland, can be heard by clicking on the
embedded audio. 

Meanwhile, Safe Kids Kansas is also working to remind residents of the importance of the day. 

Hot summer days across the United States have contributed to at least 24 child deaths thisyear
from heatstroke when children were left unattended in vehicles. Safe Kids Kansas, the Kansas
Department of Transportation (KDOT) and the Kansas Department for Children and Families (DCF)
are joining together to observe National Heatstroke Prevention Day on July 31, and
remind caregivers tonever leave children alone in cars. As determined advocates in preventing
childhood injury, these partners are working to together to educate parents and caregivers with
tips to avoid these tragedies.
 
"As these tragedies continue to occur, Kansas partners
are intensifying our efforts to get the messageout that the inside of a vehicle is
an extremely dangerous place for a child alone in hot weather," said Cherie Sage, Safe Kids
Kansas.  “Even on a mild day, the inside of a car can reach deadly temperatures within 10 minutes.
T his is a place no child should be alone, and because children’s bodies heat up three to five times
faster than adults’, they are much more susceptible to heatstroke.”
 
Most people assume this would never happen to them, but in over half of all cases, the parent or
caregiver “misremembered.” That is, they believed their child had been dropped off and were safe
with a care provider, unintentionally leaving them in the vehicle.  It has happened to caring and
responsible families from all walks of life. "Fatal Distraction," Gene Weingarten's Pulitzer
Prize-winning article in The Washington Post at http://ow.ly/ldDwU, explains how these
heartbreaking and preventable tragedies can happen to anyone.
“Heatstroke can happen more quickly than you might think,” said Secretary Phyllis Gilmore,
Kansas Department for Children and Families. “We don’t want to see this happen to any family.
That’s why we are asking everyone to help protect kids by never leaving children alone in
a car, not even for aminute.”
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration's "Where's baby? Look before you lock"
campaign urges parents and caregivers to take important precautions to prevent inadvertent
incidents from occurring:

§   Never leave a child unattended in a vehicle – even if the windows are partially open or
the engine is running and the air conditioning is on.
§   Make a habit of looking in the vehicle – front and back – before locking the door and
walking away.
§   Ask the childcare provider to call if the child does not show up for care as expected.
§   Do things that serve as a reminder a child is in the vehicle, such as placing a purse or
briefcase in the back seat to ensure no child is accidently left in the vehicle, writing a
note or using a stuffed animal placed in the driver's view to indicate a child is in the car
seat.

http://ow.ly/ldDwU


§   Teach children a vehicle is not a play area.  Lock vehicles and store keys out of a child's
reach.

“If you see a child alone in a car, call 911,” said Chris Bortz, Kansas Department of Transportation.
“Emergency personnel are trained to respond to these situations. One call could save a life.”
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