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MDC urges public to avoid planting problematic pear trees

The Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) encourages homeowners and landscapers
to avoid planting Callery pear trees this spring. Though these trees bear beautiful white
flowers in the springtime, looks can be deceiving.

The Callery pear tree is often found for sale as Bradford pear, Cleveland Select, Autumn
Blaze, or Aristocrat. It is a highly invasive species that multiplies quickly, flourishes in a
variety poor growing conditions, and reduces biodiversity by crowding out native Missouri
plants.

The trees were introduced as ornamental landscape trees in the 1960s and became popular
because they were inexpensive, grew relatively fast, and provided beautiful blooms.
However, the species has since become notorious for its poor branch structure, cross
pollination problems, and that stinky smell.

“Different varieties of these ornamental pear trees were planted close to each other, which
allowed them to cross pollinate and take over natural areas,” said Forestry Field Program
Supervisor Russell Hinnah. “But they’re also a poor landscaping choice because they don’t
do well in storms, often losing limbs or splitting apart.”

MDC urges Missourians to remove pear trees and plant native trees instead.

“The best plan is to select species native to Missouri, and there are several great options,”
said Hinnah. “Serviceberry trees produce similar showy white blooms in the spring and have
small red fruits that attract wildlife.”

Other great alternatives include American plum, hawthorn, eastern redbud and Missouri’s
state tree, the flowering dogwood. Hawthorns provide bountiful fruit and attractive fall
color. Dogwoods thrive in shady areas but can be difficult to grow.

Read more about the negative effects of the Callery pear tree at http://tinyurl.com/y36ybzse.

To learn about native trees for landscaping, planting tips, backyard tree care, and more, visit
mdc.mo.gov/trees-plants/tree-care.
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