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KS measure bans TikTok on state devices

(MSC News)--Kansas Governor Laura Kelly, on Wednesday, signed an executive
order which bans the use of the social media platform TikTok on all state-owned
devices for Kansas executive branch agencies, boards, and commissions and their
respective employees, and prohibits access on the state network.

According to a release from Kelly- office, the move comes “in response to the
national security and privacy risks posed by TikTok, whose parent company is a
Chinese-owned company subject to Chinese government requests for data,
technology, and other intellectual property.”

The release explains that the Executive Order does not include employees in the
Board of Regents, Regents Institutions, the Office of the Attorney General, the
Office of Secretary of State, the Office of the Insurance Commissioner, the Office
of the State Treasurer, the Department of Education, the Judicial Branch, nor the
Legislative Branch of Government.

However, Governor Kelly is calling on all other state entities to implement similar
policies.

The ban comes in response to recent warnings from both the Federal Bureau of
Investigation and the Federal Communications Commission that user data from
the social media platform TikTok is potentially being shared with the Chinese
government, posing both a national and cybersecurity threat. Kansas joins 14
other states, and the federal government, in implementing security policies
related to TikTok. In addition to state action, Congress recently enacted a TikTok
ban on all federal devices due to potential security concerns.
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