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Sabetha , KS

Eldred Lela (Zwahl) Pfrang, 100, died peacefully Thursday, July 8, 2021 after a brief stay at the
Apostolic Christian Home in Sabetha, Kansas.

Eldred was born June 15, 1921 to Herman Henry Zwahl and Maggie (Hall) Zwahl at their home
northwest of Wetmore, Kansas.  Eldred was the oldest of four children born to this union.  

After her high school graduation, Eldred obtained an extra year of schooling so that she could
teach school.  She taught at various schools in the rural areas of Nemaha County in Kansas for
six years.  Desiring more social activity, Eldred quit teaching and started doing clerical work for
Santa Fe Railroad in Topeka, Kansas.  

Eldred met Ed Pfrang through her aunt and uncle. When Ed left for World War II, Eldred wrote
letters to Ed for three years while he was overseas.  On February 9, 1949, five years after Ed’s
return from the service, Ed and Eldred were united in marriage.  After her marriage to Ed,
Eldred dedicated her life to the farm and her family.  She did everything she could to help on
the farm.  She drove tractors and trucks, helped fill silos, loaded and unloaded small bales in the
hay loft, fed cattle, and helped with the hog chores.  But, she still made time for taking her
children to swimming lessons, dance lessons, piano lessons, baseball games and practices, 4-H,
and helped them with their homework. She sold eggs for extra income and canned everything
from their garden and orchard.  They didn’t have running water until 1956.   

Ed and Eldred were married for 69 years, living on the same homestead which was located west
of Woodlawn.  In the spring of 2018, Ed and Eldred moved to Medicalodges of Jackson County
in Holton, Kansas.  After Ed’s death in 2018, Eldred moved to the Apostolic Christian Assisted
Living in Sabetha, Kansas.  

Eldred was preceded in death by her parents; her husband, Ed on June 22, 2018; and her two
brothers, Virgil Zwahl in 2011 and Junior Zwahl in 2020.
 
 She is survived by her three children, Judy (Ken) Georg of rural Sabetha, David (Ginny) Pfrang
of rural Goff, Kansas, and Gary (Susan) Pfrang of rural Wetmore, Kansas; nine grandchildren;
seven great-grandchildren; and her brother, Floyd Zwahl of Wetmore.
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Eldred’s contagious chuckle and laughter will be missed by all of those who loved her!

A graveside service will be held on Tuesday, July 13, 2021 at 3:00 p.m. at the Wetmore
Cemetery.  Eldred will lie in state and a register book will be available from 8:00 a.m. on
Monday, July 12, 2021 until 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 13, 2021 at Popkess Mortuary. 

Memorial contributions may be made to the Apostolic Christian Assisted Living staff in
Sabetha, Kansas, who went above and beyond to help Eldred in order for her to stay where she
wanted to live.  Memorials can be sent in care of Popkess Mortuary, 823 Virginia, Sabetha,
Kansas 66534.  Online condolences can be left for the family at www.popkessmortuaries.com

 


