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Missouri traffic fatality report

JEFFERSON CITY - Preliminary reporting for 2019 indicates Missouri traffic
fatalities have dropped for the third year in a row. According to the Missouri
State Highway Patrol, 876 lives were lost in Missouri traffic crashes in 2019 down
from 921 in 2018, a five percent reduction. Although there was an overall
reduction in traffic fatalities, there were increases in motorcycle fatalities and
pedestrian fatalities. In 2019, there were 118 motorcyclists killed, a 10 percent
increase from the previous year. Likewise, there were 108 pedestrians Kkilled in
2019 —the largest number of pedestrian fatalities in Missouri the past 10 years.
While weather and road conditions can come into play, traffic crashes are largely
the result of someone simply making a poor decision, even if only for a moment.
The top contributing factors of Missouri traffic fatalities continue to be lack of
seat belt use, driving too fast, impairment, and distraction. MoDOT recommends
the following actions to help prevent fatal crashes: Always wear a seat belt and
use appropriate child safety seats. If riding a motorcycle or bicycle, always wear a
helmet and other protective gear. Never drive distracted. Put your cell phone
down. Obey the speed limit and other traffic laws. Never drive impaired. Always
arrange for a sober ride.
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